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fertility rates. At pp. 150-152 of the 1936 Year Book specific fertility rates of 
married women between the ages of 15 and 49 years are given, by provinces, for 
1921, 1922 and 1930-32. See also the article at pp. 100 to 115. 

Mul t ip l e Bi r ths in Canada.—During the fifteen-year period 1926-40, out of 
a total of 3,526,045 recorded confinements, 42,128 or one in 83-7 were multiple 
confinements. Of these 41,735 were twin and 389 were triplet confinements, while 
one, in British Columbia in 1931, was a quadruplet confinement from which all the 
children died within a few hours of birth. A multiple confinement resulted in the 
birth of quintuplets in 1934. In 1937 there were 2 quadruplet confinements in 
Quebec, all children being born alive. 

In 1940 one in every 90 confinements was a twin confinement, a proportion that 
is fairly representative for the other years of the period. There were only 14 triplet 
confinements in 1940. Of the children born (alive or dead), one child in every 45 
was a unit of a multiple birth. For children born alive the proportion was one 
in 46 and for children stillborn one in 22. In the multiple confinements stillborn 
children formed 5-4 p.c. of the total children born as against 2-6 p.c. in single 
confinements. 

4.—Live Births and Stillbirths Classified as Single and Multiple, by Sex, 1936-40 

NOTE.—For statistics for the years 1926 to 1935, see p. 162 of the 1938 Year Book. 
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1 Including two sets of quadruplets, all born alive (five males and three females). 

Ages of Parents .—The fathers and mothers in each of the years shown in 
Table 5, are arranged according to age and then divided into four equal groups. 
Each point of age at which a separation comes is called a quartile. To obtain these 
points of age it is assumed that those in the same year of age are evenly distributed 
from it lower to its upper limit. In similar manner the deciles divide fathers or 
mothers in each year into ten equal groups. 


